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 It is nearly Mother’s day and it is time for the 

annual Formosan termite swarm.  The swarms of in-

sects that we see flying crazily around just about any 

light in the city consists of millions of royal males and 

females called alates that are capable of mating and 

creating new colonies.  

These potential kings and 

queens have emerged from 

nearby colonies located in 

the soil, trees, homes, and 

other structures.  They fly 

out on warm and humid 

nights seeking a mate and 

viable location to begin 

their new colony.  A good 

location must contain a 

constant food and water 

source, maintain a habitable 

temperature range, be free 

of other pests, and must remain undisturbed while 

the population builds.  In a natural setting the ideal 

location would be a partially decomposed fallen tree.  

Most well maintained homes do not possess all of 

these qualities so the swarmers are not a threat.  

However, leaky roofs, rotting wood, and full gutters 

can give these termites a foothold.  Most of the ter-

mites that we see flying around never get the chance 

to start their new kingdom.  Many of them are eaten 

by frogs, lizards, ants, etc.  Termite alates are very 

tasty and nutritious it seems.  Others only find a dead 

end crack to hide in and die of exposure and starva-

tion.   

 As odd as it sounds, the annual alate swarm is 

a good thing.  Formosan termites are subterranean 

insects which means that they live in colonies located 

in the soil under the surface.  They typically travel to 

food sources through hidden underground tunnels 

and attack them from below.  Once inside of a struc-

ture they will continue to eat and remain hidden 

within the walls.  When they 

burrow through the walls to 

make exit portals for the 

alates the termites expose 

themselves and alert us to 

their presence.  Even then, 

thousands of dollars in dam-

age may have already oc-

curred.  The best way to pro-

tect your home is to have it 

thoroughly inspected annu-

ally for signs of termite in-

festation and employ a pre-

ventative treatment.  But 

remember, treatments can fail.   

 You should also inspect the trees on your 

property and associated public areas for signs of in-

festation.  Infested trees can be the home of millions 

of  termites that can infest nearby structures and also 

will eventually cause the death of the tree.  Look for 

shelter tubes on the trunk and swarm sites at places 

where limbs were pruned.  Termites can also be 

found by digging into the soil between the root flares 

at the base.  The termites are most active at the above 

ground sites during the swarming season but can be 

found at the base year around.  For much more infor-

mation on Formosan subterranean termites visit the 

termite portal on the LSU AgCenter website. 

     ~Chris Dunaway 

Termite Time Again 

Formosan termite nest removed from infested tree. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/environment/insects/termites
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/environment/insects/termites


Amaranth 

Cantaloupe 

Cucuzzi 

Cushaw 

Eggplant 

Malabar spinach 

Soybean 

Peanuts 

Pumpkin 

Southern peas 

Hot peppers 

Lima beans 

Luffa gourd 

Mirliton 

Okra 

Sweet potato 

Watermelon 

Yardlong beans  
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Abelmoschus 

Abelmoschus 

Ageratum 

Amaranthus 

Balsam 

Begonia 

Blue daze 

Celosia 

Cleome 

Coleus (sun-tolerant) 

Coreopsis 

Cosmos 

Dahlberg Daisy 

Dusty Miller 

Gaillardia 

Gomphrena 

Lantana 

Marigold 

Melampodium 

Narrow-leaf zinnia 

Ornamental pepper 

Periwinkle 

Pentas 

Portulaca 

Purslane 

Rudbeckia 

Salvia 

Scaevola 

Sunflower 

Tithonia 

Torenia 

Verbena 

Zinnia. 

Sun 

Torenia 

Ornamental Pepper Gomphrena 

Balsam 

Begonia 

Browallia 

Caladium 

Cleome 

Coleus 

Impatiens 

Pentas 

Salvia 

Torenia 

Shade 

Dusty Miller 

Browallia Salvia Pentas 



Volunteer Spotlight  

Plant of the Month 
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Betty Bagert - The people and the city of New Orleans owe a big thanks and a 

round of applause to Mrs. Betty as everyone calls her.  She was a local television pro-

ducer here in New Orleans and has been a tremendous asset to City Park and the Bo-

tanical Gardens.  To name just a few of her many accomplishments; she was Presi-

dent of the Louisiana Garden Club Federation.  She united local garden clubs, the 

National Garden Club, and the Garden Club of New Jersey to raise $50,000 to install 

the native plant exhibit at the Botanical Gardens.  She was the chairperson for the 

Smokey Bear/Woodsy Owl program with the National Garden Club.  She started a 

little thing that you may have heard of called Christmas in the Oaks in City Park and 

again organized the local garden clubs to help it grow to what it has become today.  

Mrs. Betty has also been a great supporter of the LSU AgCenter for many years.  She 

was an inaugural member of the Metro Area Horticulture Foundation and helped to 

create the very first New Orleans Spring Garden Show, then the Fall Garden show 

and then every one afterward for 36 years.  And finally, she started Betty’s Kids as 

part of Christmas in the Oaks.  Over the past years hundreds of special needs chil-

dren from the New Orleans area are treated to free access to the decorative display along with entertainment 

and engaging programs for the kids.  Mrs. Betty is an inspiration to us all.  As a special thanks the MAHF pre-

sented Mrs. Betty with a lifetime achievement award at this year’s garden show. 

Pineapple guava grown with shrub form. 

Edible pineapple guava flowers. 

Pineapple guava fruit. 

Pineapple Guava (Feijoa sellowiana) 

This large evergreen shrub is a versatile plant that is hardy anywhere in 

Louisiana.  It can grow 10 to 15 feet tall and can create a good privacy barri-

er or be trained to make a tree like structure with a single leader.  The 

plant likes full sun to partial sun in well drained soil with a pH in the range 

of 5.8-6.8.  There are no pest or disease problems with the shrubs.  Inter-

estingly, the flowers of the plant are edible and make tasty additions to sal-

ads.  The fruit is also edible and is ready to eat between September to Oc-

tober.  Although they are self fertile, two varieties should be grown for best 

fruit production.  Search for pineapple guava on the LSUAgCenter.com 

website or click here for more information. 

Pineapple guava grown with tree form. 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/lawn_garden/home_gardening/landscaping/feijoa--a-tasty-landscape-plant
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The Tale of the New Orleans Spring Garden Show and a               

131 Foot Long Chinese Dragon 

 At the end of last year we received some interesting 

news.  Beginning in February, the New Orleans Botanical 

Gardens would be hosting the China Lights  art exhibit.  

The spectacle featured hundreds of inner lit Chinese lan-

terns including a 131 foot long dragon. While we were excit-

ed to hear about the exhibit, we were concerned to learn 

that it would be taking over most of the area that we tradi-

tionally used for the Spring Garden Show.  In January we 

started looking around to see where we would be able to 

host our show.  We even considered setting up along Stadi-

um Drive outside of the garden.  When Paul Soniat, the 

manager of the Botanical Gardens, got permission for us to 

use the Pavilion of the Two Sisters we decided that we 

could make it work with the space that we had left.  With 

the help of volunteers we measured and plotted trying to 

find every square inch of space.  We even used satellite 

photos of the garden to help plan the layout.    

 The invitations to the vendors were sent out and the 

registrations started to come in.  Often times we would 

have to explain to our regulars what was going on and why 

they could not have their old spot.  As they came in we as-

signed them a location and when we ran out of spaces we 

had to create more and more.  Even up until two days be-

fore the show we were still receiving registrations and look-

ing for more room.  In the end we had 72 commercial ven-

dors and educators registered for 116 10’ x 10’ spaces.  And 

we managed to find room for everyone.  

 Everything was perfect...and then the rain came.  

Friday April first was setup day and the skies opened up.  

The national weather service recorded 4 inches of rain at 

the Louis Armstrong International Airport.  To help put 

this figure into perspective you should understand that for 

each inch of rainfall equals 65 gallons of water falling onto 

each 10’ x 10’ space.  That is 30,160 gallons of water that fell 

on the vendor locations alone.  The garden became a large 

lake.                                                                                                                          

               Continued on next page. 

A highlight of the China Lights exhibit is this 131’ dragon. 

Satellite image of the Botanical Gardens. 

A determined vendor setting up in the rain. 

Orleans agent Lee Rouse surveys the flooded grounds. 



A few of the vendors came and attempted to set up but most 

of them parked their trucks and hoped for better weather in 

the morning.  Some actually set up their canopies and we 

had to keep dumping the water from pockets in the top to 

keep them from being crushed under the weight.  We finally 

left that evening at 8:00 not knowing what to expect when 

we returned. 

 That evening the storm front passed through bringing 

cool dry weather with it.  The next morning the sun rose into 

a clear blue sky revealing a soggy but serviceable garden 

space.  The vendors showed up in force and managed to get 

their booths set up in record time.  And the people came.  

Well before the gates opened to the public, a long line of ex-

cited gardeners formed outside the entrance and stretching 

down Victory Avenue.   

 During the two day event, over 3,600 people came to 

the Spring Garden Show.  The overwhelming majority of the 

vendors and guests were extremely pleased with the new im-

provised layout.  They very much enjoyed having the ven-

dors closer together in a smaller footprint.  The size made it 

easy to get around more quickly and to see all of the vendors 

with their products and services.  It was such a success, that 

Paul Soniat has already booked the pavilion for our use for 

the next 4 years.   

 Lee, Sarah, and myself would like to thank the ven-

dors for your support.  The revenue from the sale of the 

booth spaces is a wonderful fundraiser to help support horti-

culture programs in the Greater New Orleans Area.  We also 

want to send a very special thank you to all of the volunteers 

that helped to organize and run the show.  We could not do 

it without you.      ~ Chris Dunaway 
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The New Orleans Spring Garden Show Continued 

The lake is gone. Time to get busy. 

Guests lined up outside the gate before opening. 

Vendors and guests enjoy a beautiful day in the gardens. 

Some young gardeners take a break for a tea party. 



Upcoming Events  
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2016 PLANT SALES  
 MARCH 5 

Rose Sale – Pelican Greenhouse 

9:00 a.m. - Noon                                    

APRIL 2-3  

Spring Garden Show 

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

MAY 7  

Pelican Greenhouse  

9:00 a.m. – Noon  

JUNE 4  

Pelican Greenhouse  

9:00 a.m. - Noon 

JULY 9 

Pelican Greenhouse 

9:00 a.m. - Noon 

AUGUST 6 

Pelican Greenhouse 

9:00 a.m. – Noon 

SEPTEMBER 10 

Pelican Greenhouse 

9:00 a.m. - Noon 

OCTOBER 8-9 

Pelican Greenhouse 

10:00 a.m. – 5:00 pm  

The Pelican Greenhouse is located jus off 

Henry Thomas (Golf) Drive, South of the I-610 

overpass. Bring a wagon and arrive early. 

For additional information, call 504/483-9464, visit 

our website at www.neworleanscitypark.com, or e-

mail to plants@nocp.org 

 Plants are now available for sale in our new Garden Gift Shop  

GiveNOLA Day Evening in the Garden 

MAY 3 FROM 5 TO 7 PM  -  Longue Vue House & Gardens 7 Bamboo Road, New Orleans 

Enjoy the beauty of Longue Vue’s gardens after hours for free. Participate in family yoga, kids activities, or 
just enjoy a book in the garden. Guests are encouraged to bring blankets and lawn chairs. Light snacks pro-
vided. Show your support of educational programming at Longue Vue by making a donation during this Giv-
eNOLA Day fundraising event. Contact Lydia Vaughn at 504.293.4722 or lvaughn@longuevue.com for more 
information.  

National Public Gardens Day at Longue Vue 

MAY 6 FROM 10 AM TO 5 PM  -  Longue Vue House & Gardens 7 Bamboo Road, New Orleans 

Free admission to the gardens at Longue Vue as part of National Public Gardens Day. Check in at The Shop at 
Longue Vue to receive your free garden admission sticker and map. House tour is not included. Download 
your free coupon at www.apga.org. Contact Summer Duperon at 504.293.4701 or sduperon@longuevue.com 
for more information. 

mailto:lvaughn@longuevue.com
http://www.apga.org
mailto:sduperon@longuevue.com
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Teacher Workshop 

MAY 20 FROM 4 TO 6 PM  -  Longue Vue House & Gardens 7 Bamboo Road, New Orleans 

In partnership with Foos for Thought, Orleans, Jefferson and surrounding parish teachers are invited to par-
ticipate in a Continuing Professional Education credit (CPE) workshop at Longue Vue House and Gardens. 
Participants will engage in hands-on activities, learn about booking tours and field trips, and discuss strate-
gies for incorporating the gardens at Longue Vue into your classroom. Lesson plans will be provided. Open to 
all grade and subject levels. Light refreshments served. Contact Edna Lanieri at elanieri@longuevue.com or 
504.293.4724 to register.  

For more events at Longue Vue House & Gardens visit their website at: www.longuevue.com. 

Upcoming Events  

AgMagic is an educational experience where youth learn about the important connections between agricul-
ture, the environment and their lives.  AgMagic is designed for youth in grades 3rd-5th. School groups from 
the New Orleans area will be visiting AgMagic on May 4-May 6 from 9-3.  On May 7th, AgMagic will be open 
to the public from 10-3 

Location:  Docville Farm, 5124 East St. Bernard Highway, Violet, LA.  

 
If you would like more information you can email Lauren Faust atlfaust@agcenter.lsu.edu, call or text 
504-908-9711. 

mailto:elanieri@longuevue.com
http://www.longuevue.com
mailto:lfaust@agcenter.lsu.edu


This month is the last chance to apply broad leaf weed killers before the weather gets too hot. Button weed is 

particularly troublesome around the state. This low, mat-forming weed has one inch pointed leaves and 

small, four petaled white flowers. Most people don’t notice it until July, but it is beginning to grow now. LSU 

AgCenter trials show Ferti-lome Weed Free Zone to work best, especially when applied to young plants in 

early summer.  

During dry weather don’t forget to keep your compost pile evenly moist. Dry organic matter will not decom-

pose. Do, however, avoid keeping the pile saturated as this will create bad odors.  

Powdery mildew on many ornamentals (crape myrtles, roses, euonymous) and vegetables (squash, cucum-
bers) continues to be a problem due to dry weather. Treat with chlorothalonil or other labeled fungicides.  

Soil subsidence may require fill to occasionally be spread over the lawn area. Filling can be done now through 

August. If you intend to fertilize, do so before applying the fill. Mow the lawn immediately before spreading 

the fill. Choose a light, sandy soil (such as pump sand or river sand) for filling. Avoid spillway sand as it is 

more likely to contain weed seeds that will introduce weeds into your lawn. Grass will not reliably grow 

through more than two inches of fill. Where fill must be applied deeper, remove the sod, spread the fill and 

replace the sod on top. Or, spread the fill and if the original grass does not grow through, plant new plugs or 

sod to replace it. 

Constant watering rapidly leaches nutrient elements from the soils of container grown plants. To replace them 

it is best to use either soluble fertilizers or slow release fertilizers. Soluble fertilizers are easy to apply especially 

when you use a hose end applicator, but they must be applied every two weeks to maintain a constant supply 

of nutrients. Slow release fertilizers provide nutrients over several months from one application and so cut 

down on labor.  

May Checklist/Garden Tips 
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Powdery Mildew on Crepe Myrtle. Virginia Buttonweed (Diodia viginiana) 



Your Local Extension Office is Here to Help 

Lee Rouse 
Orleans Parish 
Horticulture Agent 
 
(504)483-9471 

E-mail us at: GNOGardening@agcenter.lsu.edu 

      Follow us on Facebook at GNOGardening 

For more information visit LSUAgCenter.com 

Sarah Everhart 
Jefferson Parish 
Horticulture Agent 
 
(504)736-6519 
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May Checklist/Garden Tips 

May is a transitional month for Louisiana gardeners. The intense heat of the hot season arrives with daytime 
highs reaching the 90s and nighttime lows staying in the 70s. We will live with this fierce heat for the next 
five months until cooler weather begins to make its way into the state in mid to late September or October. 
Although the ideal planting season for planting hardy trees and shrubs in the landscape is over, many heat 
tolerant vegetables, bedding plants, summer bulbs and tropicals can be planted now.  

Cannas that have brown, deformed leaves with holes in them have been attacked by canna leaf-rollers, a cat-

erpillar that is devastating to cannas in our area. Control is difficult and requires regular spraying all summer. 

If you decide to treat, use a systemic insecticide such as acephate and make weekly applications.  

Remove the developing seed pods from such plants as Louisiana irises and amaryllis when they finish bloom-

ing. This keeps the plants more attractive and prevents them from wasting effort on seeds that are not need-

ed. It would be better for the plants to put that energy into growing leaves and roots. 

Plant basil plants now and enjoy a wonderful fresh seasoning for summer cooking. Many herbs already in your 
garden, such as thyme, sage, oregano, lavender, dill, cilantro and parsley, are at their most productive now and 
will play out as the weather gets hotter. Harvest freely and dry or freeze the extras. 

Caterpillars will feed on the foliage and flowers of ornamentals and the foliage and fruit of vegetables. The 

tomato fruit worm eats holes in tomatoes. Sevin, spinosad and BT regularly applied will keep them in check.  

Birds will peck holes in tomatoes just before you decide they are ripe enough to harvest. If birds are a prob-

lem, cover your plants with bird netting or harvest the fruit in the pink stage and ripen them inside. Bird net-

ting also works well to protect fruit crops, such as blackberries, blueberries and figs, from bird damage, and is 

available from local nurseries or feed stores. 

The LSU AgCenter is a statewide campus of the LSU System and provides equal opportunities in programs and employment. 

Watch azaleas for azalea lace bug damage. Small white spots on the upper surface and small dark brown 

spots on the back of leaves indicates they are present. Spray with a broad spectrum insecticide getting under 

the leaves thoroughly.  

mailto:gnogardening@agcenter.lsu.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Gno-Gardening-1030624690304124/
http://www.lsuagcenter.com

